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Abstract

Cultural memory is a representative concept of memory related to
the formation of community identity. It is a collective concept of all
knowledge that directs actions and experiences in the interactive
framework of society, and is acquired through generations through
repeated social practice and initiation. Children’s literature about North
Korean defectors serves as a medium of transferring memories.

This research selects 9 works of children’s literature about North
Korean defectors and examines the memories embodied in the works.
Researches about children’s literature on North Korean defectors have
generally been limited to works with = ‘children who have experienced
North Korea” as the main characters. Nevertheless this research
includs works featuring ‘children born in.third countries and at least
one of their jparents is a North Korean defector.” Due to these points,
the narrative cof a North Korean defector is revealed in their works,
and the lives of children with a North Korean defector background
have similarities with the lives of North Korean defectors, because
those defectors are part of the diaspora.

Children’s literature about North Korean defectors belongs to
diaspora, multicultural literature, and division literature. This is because
the central character, a North Korean defector child, is a diaspora who
left his hometown. He became a member of a multicultural society
settling in a new place, and a witness to a divided society. In addition,
children’s literature about North Korean defectors realistically expresses

the lives of North Korean defector children, allowing readers to
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empathize with those lives who are members of the same community
as themselves and move toward true integration. The important
characteristics of children’s literature based on North Korean defection
are that it is a narrative that reveals how those defector children, who
are witnesses of division and the diaspora, live in a multicultural
society. Also, that it adopts a realistic method of expression.

Children’s literature about North Korean defectors embodies memories
of pain, memories of longing, and memories of hope. The memory of
pain embodied in children’s literature-about North Korean defection is
related to pain in North Korea, pain during the migration process after
defecting from North Korea, and social othering in the place where
one has settled. Memories of longing. are related to one’s hometown
and family. They are summoned through various media, such as spaces
and objects, that North Korean defector children encounter in the
society they have settled in. Children’s literature about North Korean
defectors embodies memories of hope for unification and restoration of
identity.

The memories embodied ‘inchildren’s literature about North Korean
defectors have the following meanings. First, through the literature
readers can gain a deeper understanding of North Korean defector
children, who leave their hometown and live in an unfamiliar society.
Second, through it, readers can share memories of hope for unification.
Third, it provides an opportunity to reflect on readers’ own attitudes
toward North Korean defector children by placing characters who
otherize and help them.

Children’s literature about North Korean defectors embodies memories

of pain, memories of longing, and memories of hope. The memory of
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pain embodied in children’s literature about North Korean defection is
related to ‘pain in North Korea,” ‘pain during the migration process
after defecting from North Korea,” and ‘social othering in the place
where one has settled.” Memories of longing are related to longing for
one’s hometown and family. Memories of longing are summoned
through various media, such as spaces and objects, that North Korean
defector children encounter in the society they have settled in.
Children’s literature about North Korean defectors embodies memories
of hope for unification and restoration of identity.

The memories embodied in children’s literature about North Korean
defectors have . the following & meanings. First, . through children’s
literature about North Korean defectors, readers can gain a deeper
understanding of North Korean .defector children, who leave their
hometown and live in an unfamiliar society. Second, through children’s
literature about North Korean defectors, readers can share memories of
hope for unification. Third, children’s literature about North Korean
defectors provides an opportunity to reflect on readers’ own attitudes
toward North Korean defector «children by placing characters who
otherize them and characters whe-help them.

Children’s literature about North Korean defectors appeals for
understanding and recognition of the existential value of North Korean
defector children, reflection of South Korean members. North Korean
defector children, and a life of harmonious coexistence as members of
one community. The continuous production of these kinds of children’s
literature containing such appeals can play a vital role in changing
perceptions towards North Korean defector and their children. Also it

can form cultural memories of harmonious coexistence. The life of
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harmonious coexistence with these children, the literature actually
appeals to, is an important value that must be realized for true
unification.

I hope that this study on the memory of children’s literature based
on North Korean defection will lead to expanded interest about children
of North Korean defectors in our neighborhood. And [ forward my
research becoming a mark for a society that achieves true coexistence
with them.

Key words: North Korean defector-related children’s literature, North
Korean defector fairy tale, North: Korean defector fairy tale, cultural
memory, literary memory, shaping of memory, social othering, identity
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